
 

 

FUTURE PROJECTS 

Finding An Agent That’s Right 
For You 

leisure. May I suggest with a 
morning coffee and biscuit (at 
least for those who haven’t 
given up biscuits/caffeine or 
anything yummy as a 2010 
resolution).  

 
So let’s kick off with the 
biggest bit of news from 
animate, and that is the 
newest additions to the office 
team Katy Hirst and Louise 
Hammond. Both have recently 
graduated from University of 
Kent in Applied Performance 
(with outstanding results!), 
and following their work 
placements with animate, they 
got bitten by the community 
arts bug. I’m delighted that 
they have both agreed to stay  

 

with animate for one year, on 
a part-time internship 
programme working in the 
studio and on the ground, 
supporting school projects 
(Louise) and youth projects 
(Katy). I would like to formally 
welcome them to the team 
and I am sure that you will see 
and hear from them in the 
near future!  
So from Katy, Louise and me, 
we hope that you enjoy the 
first animate newsletter. Do let 
us know your thoughts and any 
suggestions for future articles 
to help us in our resolution to 
send lots of exciting news to 
you in 2010.               

Jo Dyer  
Artistic Director  

 

In this Issue : 

LIGHTING-UP MARGATE 
THE INGREDIENTS THAT MAKE ANIMATE 
 

Creativity in the youth sector  
Projects with the North Pole 
World of carnival arts 
Animate does INSET 
Cooking-up goods for the gallery 
Ceramic friezes 
 

Inspired by the Fiesta! Fiesta! 
parade in Herne Bay last summer, 
animate was invited to work with 
secondary school students at 
Hartsdown Technology College to 
bring-in expertise and support 
them in creating a spectacular 
parade in Margate, marking the 
Christmas lights switch-on event.  
So armed with foam, LED lights, a 
few plastic bags and lots of split 
pins, Leanne, Maggie and Louise 
led a series of costume workshops 
with the pupils, creating some 
fantastic, lit-up-shake-it-all-about 
costumes. All the works were 
worn by the creators themselves 
and installed with portable lighting 
systems. They took to Margate’s 
streets early December to set 
Christmas carnival atmosphere for 
the community.  

 

Last October, some animate visual artists got together to 
exhibit their artwork at the Fishslab Gallery in 
Whitstable. It was great success and offered a chance for 
hundreds of visitors to see their professional work 
beyond the animate projects. Now they return with 
more artists to a bigger venue. 
 

14 - 20 February: Chinese New Year 2010 ς Year of the Tiger 
Chinese-inspired art workshops taking place across Kent schools 

 
21 - 27 April: !ƴƛƳŀǘŜΩǎ ŀǊǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ  
Free event at the Horsebridge Gallery, in Whitstable  

 
March - May: Sow your animate seeds    
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭŘŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎǳƴƴȅ flowerbed early spring!   

 

FOR THE DIARY... 

Between 21- 27 April, animate 
will be opening another tasty 
art exhibition at the 
Horsebridge Art Gallery in 
Whitstable, where thirteen 
artists and performers will be 
showcasing their work for free! 
All of the featured exhibitors 
have worked on animate 
projects including international 
textile artist Mandy Munroe, 
performances by Katy Hirst, 
creative writings by Rick 
Bolinger and art works by 
public artist Rob Turner. 
  

There will also be a 
retrospective of ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜΩǎ 
work from the past nine years, 
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and there is a rumour that Jo 
Dyer will be exhibiting her 
theatre design work too! This 
eclectic mix of artists and 
performers show-casing in a 
formal gallery promises to be 
full of fun and illustrate the 
creative ingredients that go 
into animate to make it so 
successful.  
  
As part of the exhibition, 
animate is offering free talks 
and meet-the-artist events for 
schools or groups. If you 
would like to take advantage 
of this opportunity, email 
Louise@ 
animatecommunityarts.com 

 
 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
…and welcome to our first 
edition of ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜΩǎ 
newsletter! It was a light-bulb 
moment when I realised that 
animate needed a way of 
sharing all our fantastic 
projects past, present and 
future – so what better way 
to achieve this than by a 
newsletter?! As well as 
covering news from projects, 
we will also include features 
about our artists and highlight 
dates for the diary, so you 
should all be in the know 
about animate things going 
on.   Every quarter we will 
send you our newsletter by 
email (we are doing our bit for 
the planet!) to read at your 

 

Animate Arts Company     
A: Green Gecko Studios, Westgate Hall, Westgate Hall Road, Canterbury, CT1 2BT 

T: 01227 780081   E: email@animatecommunityarts.com   W: www.animatecommunityarts.com 
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                                                           Working with Jo from Animat e, the pupils and staff explored how other 
artists have documented major moments in time, and found inspiration from the Delftware potters, who 
would illustrate and record their lives in ceramics.  Over the course of a week, Jo, the entire school 
(pupils, teachers, head teachers and even dinner ladies!) and lovely volunteer shadow artist Abi, all set 
to work, each painting a ceramic tile that was a personal reflection of 2008 - the momentous year the 
new school building was constructed.  There were many fantastic and original ideas from the pupils, 
whether it was X-factor or Usain Bolt winning at The Beijing Olympics... we had it all! Over 400 tiles were 
created and carefully transported to kilns to be fired for prosperity. Special thanks must be given to King 
Ethelbert School in Birchington, particularly Shen Hatcher, who supported the project with the kind use 
of their kilns.   
The tiles have now been beautifully patched together to create one artwork and installed along a 
corridor in the heart of the school, which was expertly crafted and installed by Rob Turner, the most 
amazing mosaic artist EVER!  The artwork looks wonderful and we’re sure that 2008 will always be 
remembered as a good year in Whitfield & Aspen. Well done troops!  

 

ANIMATE LINKS-UP WITH THE NORTH POLE CHRISTMAS COUNCIL 
On Friday 5

th
 December Miss L.Toes and her trusted aid Jingles set-off on a trip to West Kent.  Miss L.Toes, a 

Senior Advisor from the North Pole Christmas Council was sent to help children write their wish-list letters to 
Father Christmas.  With the advances of communications and technology, the art of hand-writing letters has 
become less common for children, so to provide support in this valuable skill and help contact Father 
Christmas, Miss L.Toes was sent to towns, villages and cities to help. 
 

Animate Arts and Whitfield & Aspen Primary School 
came up with a fantastic idea to celebrate the opening 
of their new school building extension with a permanent 
and unique art work that would link the old and new 
school building together.  
 

Through 1-2-1 consultations with Miss L.Toes, children wrote the perfect Christmas wish-letters and posted-it in 
portable Post-Box Turbo Boost Series 2000 which guarantees immediate delivery to the North Pole. There were 
many happy faces when they realised the letter had been dispatched and wishes would be assessed by the elves! 
 

Following the consultations, a photograph of the Miss L.Toes and the children and Christmas card was posted to 
the individuals to confirm receipt of their wish-letters. Animate is very grateful to have a special link with the 
North Pole Christmas Council, and following the success of this initiative, we are pleased to announce Miss L.Toes 
will be returning for Christmas 2010 to work with more young people. 

 

scHooLs                       by  Louise Hammond 

1, 2, 3..... 400 TILES! 
 

Continued professional development in the  

MYSTERIES OF AN ART CUPBOARD  
As part of Langton Green Primary and Speldhurst 
Primary School’s staff development day, animate 
artists, Maggie and Emily, led an INSET workshop 
for all staff to explore art resources found in their 
art cupboards and develop creative activities and 
ideas to compliment their National Curriculum 
topics. The practical ‘What’s In Your Art 
Cupboard?’ workshop encouraged teachers to 
explore under-used materials found in their 
cupboards to learn and find new inspiring ways 
to use them to support classroom projects. After 
finding some abandoned boxes of mysterious 
tools, our artists were able to unlock the secret 
of their purpose and bring newfound resources 
to the classroom – particularly in the amazing 
world of weaving – Maggie style!  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ-on approach of the workshop has helped 
us feel like we can take a risk ς ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎΗέ 
Feedback from a teacher on project 
 

‘What’s in Your Art Cupboard?’ is a tailor-made, 
staff development workshop which can be run as 
a full day workshop or 2-hour session that is 
designed specifically to your art cupboard and its 
contents. If you would like to find out more 
about this project by animate, please contact 
Louise on louise@animatecommunityarts.com 
for more details.  
 

 COMMUNITY           

 

 

 
    
     Information & booking enquiries  
     contact animate on 01227 780081 
 

Images: (Above) artwork from INSET photo 
by Emily Tull and (Below) Official postage 
from project artwork by Jo Dyer  
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ANIMATE ARTIST:  LEANNE CURTIS 

PUMPKINS ! 

Every newsletter, we will introduce one of our artists and 
find out a little more about their arts practice, involvement 
in animate projects and future plans. For our first interview, 
we meet Leanne Curtis who has worked with animate for 
over a year and find out how she brings bags of energy and 
carnival creativity to some of our outdoor art events. 
 

                                                          How did you get involved with animate? I first worked with Animate as 
a volunteer shadow artist, helping out with projects like the Beijing Challenge in 2008. I loved the ethos 
of Animate and couldn’t wait to get involved. 
 

What did you study and where? I graduated in 2008 from the Central School of Speech and Drama in 
London.  I studied Theatre Practice, specialising in Performance Arts, training in directing, writing, 
producing and performing,  I’m always  learning new skills, my latest being stilt-walking! 
 

Have you always wanted to do carnival and celebratory art projects?  I wrote my dissertation on 
carnival arts and then I got creatively involved, learning new skills such as carnival costume, puppet 
construction and outdoor projects. I’ve had to adjust to a more visual art approach, but I’ve always loved 
making things.  Carnival arts are the perfect balance of theatre and visual arts, delivering a huge positive 
impact on the local community.  
 

Why did you go to Rio and what did you do there? I wanted to learn more skills at the Brazilian carnival, 
so in 2009 I joined a Samba school in Rio de Janeiro. I've never experienced anything like it - the stamina, 
energy and celebration was mind blowing. The floats were performances with giant articulated parts and 
one even had a waterfall on it. The attention to detail was incredible; completely spectacular! 
 

What of these experiences and ideas have you brought back to UK projects? After seeing carnival on 
such a grand scale, I realised that small details are essential, for example every sequin, every light, every 
aspect of a costume can change how a parade moves and appears. Recently, when working on the Herne 
Bay Parade, we broke down the sections of the procession into creatures from the twilight zone – all 
with very different types of lights and costumes.  I also worked with a secondary school this year to 
participate in the City of London Festival Opening Procession. The theme was of countries with different 
costumes and movement motifs. It worked well on a visual level, and the students loved the whole 
experience of parading through London. We won the City of London Festival Arts Award 2009 for the 
performance. 

 

October saw the first of our 
new youth workshops with 
Maggie delivering a Halloween 
spectacular in two youth clubs 
in Hersden and Canterbury. The 
pumpkin carving workshops 
were a great success. Youth 
leader Mandy Butcher was 
delighted at how much the 
young people enjoyed the 
session and was stunned by the 
results. All manner of things 
were carved into the pumpkins 
including ghoulish faces, polka-
dots, self portraits and abstract 
designs. The carved-out 
pumpkins were lit with a candle 
inside to give the lanterns that 
special glow without which a 
pumpkin simply wouldn’t be 
complete.  
 

Animate are currently branching out into the 
wonderful world of youth work by recruiting Katy as 
the new Youth Projects Co-ordinator. She has been 
busy building-up relationships with local youth 
workers, researching what they need in terms of arts 
services, delivering presentations to youth leaders 
and devising potential youth projects. So far she is 
devising ideas for a multi-media project, one-off 
workshops, a summer school and a guerrilla-
performance project among other things! If you are 
an animate artist and interested in working with 
youth or have any ideas for a youth project, or if you 
are a youth worker who would enjoy working on 
collaborative, creative projects then please email 
katy@animatecommunityarts.com  
 

CREATIVITY IN THE YOUTH SECTOR 

yOUTH         by Katy Hirst 

 

LEANNES  TOP 5 PARADE ACCESSORIES AND MUST-HAVES       
1.  WATER It’s thirsty work! Travel light but try to include a snack! 

2.  ANYTHING THAT MAKES A NOISE  The louder and more irritating the better. 

3. FACE PAINT but only if you’re not wearing a mask or inside a giant puppet costume! 

4. COMFY SHOES Wear old trainers, there’s nothing worse than getting blisters! 

5. If it’s a night parade GLO STICKS, LEDs, GLOW-IN-THE-DARK PAINT 

PRODUCED BY 

 

 

 

LEFT: Leanne dancing in the streets in one of her recent projects 

 
 Image by Maggie Johns 2009 
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