
       

       

 

 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right 
For You 

and wonder (my goodness, how 
did we manage to build so many 
planets in so many school 
classrooms?). Anyway as you 
will read on this page in 
‘Unscrewed. Unbottled. 
Unleashed’, we are about to 
open-up an exhibition 
showcasing artworks by artists 
from animate which will include 
a full exhibit section of 
ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜΩs work over the past 
eight years.  I really hope that 
you get a chance to come down 
and reminisce with us... and if 
you have been involved in any 
of our projects in the past – you 
might just spot yourself in the 
exhibition! Hope to see you 
there!  

Jo Dyer  
Artistic Director  

 

in THis issuE 

WANTED: Creative Spaces  

A Taste of Animate Arts Company 

 

Art recipes 
The Green Room  
Promoting kindness with 
People United 
Storymaker in schools 
 

Animate is facing a new era with the 
impending closure of Westgate Halls, 
where the organisation has been 
based in Green Gecko Studios for the 
last 3 years. In the coming months, 
animate will be on the hunt for 
premises in the Canterbury or 
neighbouring regions. Animate is 
really open to creative solutions in 
this search, although we hope to find 
a space that can home our artworks, 
provide making spaces for artists and 
become a permanent central hub to 
the office. If you are a school, 
business, or other organisation with 
spare spaces and may be able to offer 
suggestions or solutions, or you 
personally stumble across something 
with potential, then do get in contact 
for we really need your eyes, ears and 
help in this mighty quest! Contact 
jo@animatecommunityarts.com 

 

The Unbottled. Unscrewed. Unleashed. exhibition at the Horsebridge 
Art Gallery in Whitstable is only on the menu for a limited time 
between 22 and 27 April, which makes it a very special treat.  The 
Horsebridge Main Art Gallery is unleashing some of the many artistic 
ingredients from the Animate Arts Company cupboards.  The flavours 
will take you in many directions, from wonderfully rich photographs 
to the light zesty performance arts and simply delicious textiles. 
 

6-9 April   FREE Beautiful Bunting workshops  
  Various locations across Herne Bay 
22-27 April  Unscrewed.Unbottled.Unleashed.  
  Horsebridge Art Gallery, Whitstable 
Spring 2010 Animate shop window exhibition 
  Palace Street, Canterbury (image right) 
  
 
 

FOR THE DIARY...  (more details on our website!) 

 

This exhibition presents a diverse range of artworks and installations made by individual 
visual artists, writers and performers from Kent, who exhibit nationally and 
internationally.  The twelve artists featured in the exhibition regularly work together with 
Animate Arts Company, delivering creative projects in education and the community 
across the south east. As part of the exhibition, animate will be showing a photographic 
retrospective of some of their most memorable and popular projects that have happened 
over the past eight years.  
 

So join us at Horsebridge to sample the organic delights that make animate so tasty, 
including the finest creative ingredients known as:  Lucy Duff, Peter Fry, Carol Fulton, 
imagebykatie, Maggie Johns, Timothy Leek, Mandy Munroe, Emily Tull, Jo Dyer, Rob 
Turner, Rick Bolinger and Katy Hirst. 
 

Serving-up Unscrewed.Unbottled.Unleashed at the Horsebridge Art Gallery, 
Whitstable, CT5 1AF, between 9am ς 6pm (weekdays, except 27

th
 9am ς 1.30pm) and 

10am ς 6 pm (weekends). 

 

 

ISSUE 2:  SUMMER 2010
  

Thank goodness all that snow 
is over and we can look 
forward to a more sunny 
Spring! To bounce into the new 
season, I am pleased to 
present our second newsletter 
which features current and 
future animate projects, news 
and opportunities 
forthcoming.... ok I have also 
snuck in some retrospective 
projects from past quarter... 
but we have been so busy in 
2010 and we really want to 
share with you all the things 
that we have been doing 
recently. In fact I’ve found this 
past quarter rather nostalgic 
and reflective. There have 
been several instances where I 
have had to go through the 
animate archives and dig-out 
images from previous projects 
with a great sense of fondness  

Animate Arts Company     
A: Green Gecko Studios, Westgate Hall, Westgate Hall Road, Canterbury, CT1 2BT 

T: 01227 780081   E: email@animatecommunityarts.com   W: www.animatecommunityarts.com 
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ANIMATE ARTIST: ROB TURNER 
This issue, we meet Rob Turner from Herne Bay, who has worked regularly 
with Animate for a number of years and continues to explore his creativity 
through various visual art projects across the country.  
 

How did your path first come to cross with animate? 
I responded to an advert seeking creativity-astronauts to travel around primary 
schools and explore classroom-planets all over the Kent solar system. 
What kind of artworks do you create? 
Visual, socially engaged and site specific, always permanent and exclusively for the 
public realm. (this means I make sculptures, paint murals and make mosaics with 
members of the public I have never met before, for city shopping centers, town 
squares, public parks and gardens).     
How long have you been doing mosaics and public artworks?  
Since a 100 foot long mural in Deptford SE London in 1989. 
Being such permanent pieces of work, surely we can see your work somewhere 
first hand? Are there any in Herne Bay?  
Errr…not anymore, there was a temporary mural on Herne Bay sea front masking a 
building development (an Animate project)  but it has long since gone. I will own up 
to the market facade on Whitstable Quayside and a communal garden in St. 
Radigans, Dover. 
Which piece has been the most successful and why?  
A large mosaic called ‘The Ridgeway Map’. It was an urban invitation to explore the 
cultural heritage in the countryside around the ‘White Horse’ at Uffington. It made 
me realise that the information on a map is not just geographic.  Maps have 
inspired much in my work since then. 
.ǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻǎŀƛŎǎ ƛǎ ƛǘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾe projects do 
you get involved in?  
Making a large mosaic is months of solitary confinement, but my life is balanced 
with other stuff like……..drawing on burnt out cars, blogging about the off shore 
wind farm, making a rhinoceros that you can wear out of cardboard, making a 
compact, flat packed replica of a school in Malawi, being invited to visit and 
chaperoned around a derelict mine in the midlands, sitting in the pilot’s seat on 
Concorde and finally installing a ring of large standing stones in the middle of 
Leicester have all somehow strangely been part of an artistic process which 
celebrates people and places. 
So what does 2010 have in store for Rob Turner?  
My work as an artist for over 20 years has been to celebrate other people’s 
environments and cultural heritage. I hope 2010 enables me to work celebrating 
my environment and what I find interesting, around my home town. This process 
has begun with my dog walking blog and accompanying drawings featured in the 
Horsebridge Exhibition.  

 

 

 

ROB:  TOP FIVE  
MUST-SEE PUBLIC ARTWORKS   
 

1. Friederich Hundertwasser’s CITY 
INCINERATION PLANT in Vienna, Austria. 

 

2. THE BAYEUX TAPESTRY in N. France. 
 

3. THE NGURRARA CANVAS A 10x8m acrylic 

painting stood on and danced over by 
Aboriginal Australians demonstrating 
outside the Parliament House showing 
land ownership rights to Politian’s 
debating amendments to the Native Title 
Act 1977. Now in the Australian Nat. Uni. 
Canberra 

 

4. THE TOTEM POLES that remain along the 

Pacific North West Coast of N. America 
Alaska and British Columbia 

 

5.  GUELL PARK Barcelona. Antonio Gaudi 

 

COMMUNITY 
 

 
 

THE KINDNESS KIND 
This Easter holiday, animate is supporting People 
United’s wonderful initiative We All Do Good 
Things promoting kindness throughout the 
communities of Herne Bay. In a series of quirky 
workshop events, artists from animate will be 
inviting Herne Bay’s young and old to donate acts 
of kindness through creative projects.  A major 
strand of the work will be the free family friendly 
workshops to create miles of bunting with the aim 
of decorating the town with a splash of colour to 
make people smile.  Other events include 
pavement poems along the seafront, kindness 
stories woven along fences in the park and 
decorating a cake to gift it to someone special! 
For more information about all the events and 
booking details, please contact People United 
directly on 01227 811800 or click onto 
www.wealldogoodthings.org 

  
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE GREEN ROOM :  SUMMER THEATRE SCHOOL FOR CAST + CREW 
The Green Room is our exciting new creative project for summer 2010. At the Gulbenkian Theatre, 
Animate will be hosting two weeks of summer schools for anyone aged 14 and over. Each week will run 
courses on contemporary performance, stage hair and make-up and technical theatre. The course begins 
with a genuine period costume from the theatre’s wardrobe department, which will be used as a starting 
point to create characters and devise a piece of contemporary performance. The final show will be 
performed on the Gulbenkian stage at the end of the course – to a public audience! 

 
 Cue the stylists on the hair and 

make-up course, whose task will 
be to funk-up the period 
costumes and style the 
performers ready for the show. 
The technical elements will be 
designed, rigged and operated by 
students on the technical theatre 
course alongside the 
professionals at the theatre.  
These courses are designed to 
provide an opportunity for 
people to have fun, learn new  
 

YOUTH              by Katy Hirst 

skills, meet new people and feel 
the satisfaction of achieving 
something really significant in a 
professional venue. In a whirl-
wind week of creativity 33 
students, 4 practitioners, 20 
costumes, some lighting gels, a 
bare stage and a lot of hairspray 
and hard work will come 
together to produce a brand new 
dynamic piece of theatre for the 
Gulbenkian Theatre. 
More info in top right green box 

 

The Green Room Courses & prices 
The Cast:  
(For over 18s) 9 - 14 August:  £380 
(For ages 14-17s) 16-21 August: £280 
The stylists: 
(For over 18s) 12 - 14 August:  £240 
(For ages 14-17s) 19-21 August: £140 
Technical crew:   
(For over 18s) 13 - 14 August:  £180 
(For ages 14-17s) 20-21 August: £90 
 

Booking and information available on  
                www.gulbenkiantheatre.co.uk   
                www.animatecommunityarts.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ψ5ƻƴΩǘ ǎƳƛƭŜΦΦΦΗΩ was the cry of Jo, director extraordinaire of 
The Green Room’s promotional photo shoot. One January 
morning, having previously raided the Gulbenkian Theatre’s 
costume store, a select group of animate-ors (myself 
included) took to the stage in funked-up period costumes 
and off-the-wall hair and make-up to be photographed for 
the summer school’s promotional material.  Thanks to lovely 
Emily for her marvellous creativity and quirky ideas, we were 
transformed.  
 
To be honest, I felt quite the celebrity being posed, prodded 
and pictured for half a day, mastering a moody-but-not-
aggressive facial expression and standing still in heels which I 
would never ordinarily wear! Ali of course was a complete 
star and looked great whichever way he posed, and Louise 
was a complete trooper despite the more risky of the 
outfits! With the kind photographic support from Pete Fry  
and technical expertise from the Gulbenkian Theatre staff, 
the whole shoot was even more excitingly professional and 
some GREAT pictures were taken (blatantly used the next 
day on facebook profile pictures)! If this was created in only 
a few hours, I think we are looking at a visually stunning and 
remarkable production this summer! Bring it on! 

BEHIND THE SCENES OF THE GREEN ROOM  BY Katy  Hirst  

 
Creative groundbreakers Animate Arts Company are on a mission to recruit new board members who love the arts, have valuable skills and 
want to support their community and enrich young people’s lives through inspiring , creative projects.  Animate has grown into a thriving 
arts organisation and is now about to become a registered charity to continue to expand their work.  
 
Animate would love to hear from anyone who has time to spare and could offer support in a number of areas, e.g. accounts, marketing, 
business management, education, fundraising or sponsorship. Some exciting changes are about to happen and you can help make them 
possible.  Board meetings are held quarterly and members would also need to commit to a couple of hours a week to support and bring 
your knowledge and expertise to the organisation. 
 
So if you would like to feel valued, have fun and make a positive contribution, we would like to hear from you. Please send us your CV (with 
references) and a brief expression of interest, outlining why you are interested in being involved with Animate Arts Company, by 1 June 
2010. Interviews will take place beginning July 2010.  

 
 

 

 

http://www.gulbenkiantheatre.co.uk/


 

 

PRoDUcED BY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

The Animate team recently attended KCC’s Extended Services training for service providers regularly working in schools.  Since the 
training, we have revised how we present ourselves to schools particularly with how Animate can support SEF’s and the Every Child 
Matters programme to make working in schools a successful partnership for all involved.   Being recognised by KCC as a valuable resource 
to schools and out-of-school-hours programmes, animate has now been invited to join their bank of service providers, standing proud in 
the creative division.   
 

  

BEHIND THE CAMERA 
Tim Leek, Animate’s photography artist, recently ran a full day master 
class in photography for the diploma students at King Ethelbert’s 
School in Birchington.   They all had the opportunity to work with, and 
learn from, a professional photographer for the whole day.  Shen 
Hatcher, Director of Creative Arts at King Ethelbert invited animate to 
deliver the workshop to support student's understanding and their 
development of creative careers. Tim's workshop looked at technical 
sides of photography, including setting up a portrait shot, lighting 
designs and using studio equipment.  This image (above) is from one 
the artworks created in the workshop by the students themselves. If 
you would like to organise a master class like this one for your school, 
please contact louise@animatecommunityarts.com for further details  

   
 

scHooLs        BY LOUISE HAMMOND 

  

Animate becomes a service provider for KCC Extended Services 

 

WHEN THE STORYMAKER CAME TO TOWN...  
 
 
 

 

 

 

explored how to write a story with the children as they helped her to bring stories back to her 
empty storybook. Stretching their creative writing muscles and encouraging the children to 
use the most powerful tool - the imagination, there was no end to the stories they wrote!  
They walked up mountains, travelled through space and even went deep-sea diving. The 
workshop complimented the year group’s literacy teaching objectives and topic, and inspired 
further classroom work after the StoryMaker had left.  The lead teacher in the project said; 
 

 

 

The StoryMaker is available for other literacy-based projects and workshops 
(although no snow is actually required), and the project can compliment other 
teaching agendas. For further information about The StoryMaker and other 
similar performance characters in schools please contact 
louise@animatecommunityarts.com 
 

 

 “It was delightful to see the children so inspired to write. 
The children were totally connected with the Story Maker 
and were enthusiastic about creating their own stories." 
 

 

 

One snowy day at a primary school in Herne Bay, arrived an 
extraordinary 156 year old StoryMaker who drifted in, light as a 
breeze on a snowflake. The StoryMaker (our Animate performer 
and school projects co-ordinator Louise Hammond) came to 
seek help from three classes of year 2 pupils to re-write her 
storybook, which had lost all its text. Leading the entire 
workshop in character, the StoryMaker (a slight eccentric elf-
like character who finds words in the most unassuming places),  
 

 

mailto:louise@animatecommunityarts.com

